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The Irish Milk Quality Co-Operative Society 

(IMQCS) 
• Established in 1989 to improve standards of 

installation, servicing and testing of milking 
machines 
 

• Committee: ICOS, milking machine technicians, 
milking machine manufacturers and Teagasc 
 

• ICOS provide a chairman and secretary  
 

• Teagasc carries out the training programme 
 

• In recent years, IMQCS has focussed on broader 
areas of milk quality as well as providing 
training and certification of the technicians. 



IMQCS Milking Machine Training  

• Training and certification of milking machine 

technicians, milk quality advisers, Teagasc staff, 

Vets, electricians, farmers, etc.  

• The course covers installation and testing of milking 

machines to ISO standards 

• Teagasc carries out the training on behalf of IMQCS. 

IMQCS secretary administers IMQCS activities  

• One or two training courses a year  

• Course assessment : written exam (mostly online) and 

practical exam 



IMQCS Milking Machine Training 
 

• Course participants are obliged to carry out a 

milking machine test and complete an IMQCS test 

report sheet for 5 milking machines on farms and 

submit these for assessment 

• A maximum of 16 participants are allowed per 

course.  

• The course fee is €750. Skillnet  funding is 

available, at present, at €375 per course 

participant 

• FETAC approval for the course is being sought 



IMQCS Register 

• IMQCS maintains a register of trained and 

certified milking machine technicians.  

• The resister is updated annually.  

• At present there are about 227on the register.  

• The register can be viewed on the 

www.milkquality.ie  

 
• Annual registration fee of €100 

 
• A refresher course/seminar is mandatory  every 
two years.  

 

http://www.milkquality.ie/
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IMQCS  
committee 
produced this 
booklet 
- a user 
friendly 
manual based 
on the 
relevant ISO 
standards 





Bold items are mandatory for routine tests 



Test report books and the service checklist  are supplied free of charge 





Milking machine training facility 
Kildalton 



Existing training room 



Existing training room 



Existing training room 



New milking machine training 
room 

Far end 

and right 
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New milking machine training room 

New 4 unit 

DeLaval 

milking 

machine 

being 

installed 
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