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Don’t risk 
Fluke, Worm and 
External Parasite 
infection in your 
herd.....

Easy, 
Convenient
& Effective.

Protect with 
Closamectin Pour on for a stress free 
and productive housing treatment.

Please read the product data sheet and seek advice before use. The dosing programme should be established by a veterinary surgeon or suitably qualified person. 
Manufactured and distributed in NI by: Norbrook Laboratories Ltd, Station Works, Newry, Co. Down, BT35 6JP.  
Distributed in GB by: Norbrook Laboratories (GB) Ltd, 1 Saxon Way East, Oakley Hay Industrial Estate, Corby, NN18 9EX. 
Distributed in ROI by: Norbrook Laboratories (Ireland) Ltd, Rossmore Industrial Estate, Monaghan, County Monaghan.  
Legal Category: UK: POM-VPS. ROI: LM. Closamectin Pour on Solution for Cattle contains 0.5%w/v Ivermectin and 20%w/v Closantel.
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Is é Today’s Farm an iris do chliaint Teagasc. Bíonn altanna teicniúla ann faoi chúrsaí 
déiríochta, faoin eallach, faoi chaoirigh agus faoin gcuradóireacht, agus faoi go leor 
eile. Is minic altanna faoin timpeallacht agus faoi dheiseanna éagsúlaithe feirme san 
iris freisin. Gné an-tábhachtach den iris is ea na haltanna faoin gcaoi le cúrsaí gnó na 
feirme a láimhseáil. Ar na topaicí eile a chlúdófar amach anseo beidh táirgeadh fuin-
nimh ar an bhfeirm, an fhoraoiseacht, an ghairneoireacht, srl. Agus beidh altanna ann ó 
thráth go chéile faoi chúrsaí feirmeoireachta thar lear freisin.

Today’s Farm is a bi-monthly publication produced in a joint venture between Teagasc 
and the Agricultural Trust, publishers of the Irish Farmers Journal and The Irish Field.

Editor: Mark Moore | Editorial team: Alison Maloney, Joanne Carroll, Eric Donald 
Chief sub-editor: Leslie Horgan | Sub-editors: Regina Horan, Garrett Allen
Cover design: Design at DBA | Imaging: Owen McGauley, Sean O’Flaherty 
Printing: Boylan Print Group, Drogheda, Co Louth | Advertising: Frank McGouran
All Media Matters (01) 4941071 086-8111567 sales@allmediamatters.com 

All editorial enquiries to: Teagasc, Oak Park, Carlow 
Tel: (059) 9170200 Fax: (059) 9183498
e-mail: mark.moore@teagasc.ie | web: www.teagasc.ie  

The publishers do not accept responsibility for any private and trade advertisements 
or advertising insertions included in this publication. Occasional reference in this 
magazine to trade names and proprietary products may be inevitable. No endorsement 
of named products is intended, nor is any criticism implied of similar products which are 
not mentioned.

Cover caption | While the majority 
of Ireland’s cheese production will 
continue to be exported there is 
potential on the home market too. 
UK consumers average over 10kg 
per head per year against about 
6kg/head here. 
Picture courtesy of Bord Bia
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NATIONAL PLOUGHING  

HA PIONSHIPS 2011

20, 21 and 22 September, 
Athy, Co Kildare 

 
‘Do you know your potential?’
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NATIONAL TILLAGE  
OPS O U

7 September, 
Keadeen Hotel, Newbridge, Co Kildare 
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 Irish Farmers Journal   
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E I DAI  DIS USSION  
GROUP OPEN DAY

8 September, 
Farm of Liam and Matthew Budds,  

I  yo  are nter-
este  n ent -
y n  ho  ell 

yo r b s ness co l  be 
o n  please s t the 

Tea asc stan  at the 
Plo h n  an  spea   

th e perts 
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Summerhill, Kinsalebeg, Co Waterford 
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    Irish Farmers 

Journal.

AT H ENTS S IEN E  
2011 AND AGRICULTURAL 
CATCH ENTS

14 to 16 September, 
Mansion House, Dublin 
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NATIONAL ORGANIC  
CON ERENCE

14 September 
Ballykisteen Hotel, Limerick Junction,  
Co Tipperary 
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TEAGASC NATIONAL  
PIG CON ERENCES 
18 October, Cavan 
19 October, Horse & Jockey

LEFT: The focus of the Teagasc stand at this 
year’s National Ploughing Championships 
will be farm potential. 

Renowned Service, 
First Class Advice

The Best Products & Brands  |  Renowned Service
First Class Advice

Milltown, Tuam 
Tel: (093) 51328

www.glynns.ie

Prevent your 
water freezing 

this winter

FROST - FREE HYDRANT
Frost-proof hydrants operate with a 
control lever and hose connector tap 
above ground, while the operating 
valve is below ground at a depth 
where freezing conditions do not 
occur. Each time the hydrant is shut 
off, the water in the upright portion 
of the pipe drains out of holes in the 
base of the pipe, leaving no water in 
any portion of the hydrant subject to 
freezing conditions. Simple to install 
– Instructions included.

FREE DELIVERY

AVAILABLE NOW

€89.95

For more details check out

EASY TO INSTALL
Sole Distributor
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Han l n  yo r c ps
Fiona McCoy, Teagasc Moorepark
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The Forager Handbook
Miles Irving
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The Forager Handbook   
   

  
                                                - Sean Sheehan

Potato Genome 
Se ence n  
Nature o rnal



The fastest, most effective solution 
for rat and mouse control.

www.pestcontrol.basf.com
BASF Ireland Ltd Pest Control Solutions,  c/o PO Box 4, Earl Road, Cheadle Hulme, Cheadle, 
Cheshire SK8 6QG Tel: 0845 602 2553
Storm® is a registered trademark of BASF.  Storm® Secure contains fl ocoumafen. Use biocides safely. 
Always read the label and product information before use.

BASF 
Pest Control Solutions
  Ireland’s leading rodenticide

 Highly palatable and durable block
 Pulse baiting for least cost and maximum value
 The lowest overall treatment cost

 Enabling the most effective solutions to your pest problems.
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Anthony O'Connor 
Teagasc, Athenry.
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Th s poster s an 
attempt to re ce 
the ro n  
n mber o  

acc ents an  eaths on 
Ir sh arms  So please rea  
yo r A-  poster an  eep 
sa e on yo r am ly arm

The A to Z o  sa ety
Taoiseach Enda Kenny launched the Farm Safety Poster campaign in Teagasc Athenry in July.
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a ry n

It’s a no 
brainer
Do an ePro t 

on tor
Tom O’Dwyer,           
Teagasc Animal & Grassland           
Programme, Moorepark
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Why complete an ePro t Monitor
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                                          Next page >

GEA Farm Technologies -the right choice 

 

Saving money without compromise.. 

conductivity

best cluster position

This can only be achieved with        &  

Europe's        

 

GEA Farm Technologies, Unit A1 Fota Point Enterprise Park, Carrigtwohill, Cork.  Tel (021)4881300   Web : www.gea-farmtechnologies.com 
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Charting your course
       

      
      

     
     -

      
     

              

Dairy Expansion Programme
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What information is required
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The ePro t Monitor will help 
take the guesswork out of the big 
decisions facing farmers over the 
coming years. 

Any armer th n -
n  o  e pans on 
m st assess 
h s c rrent arm 

per ormance be ore comm t-
t n  to a lar e n estment  
the ePro t on tor s eal or 
th s     
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Comments  on the 
ePro t on tor
D rect otes rom armers ho ha e complete  ePro t on tor
 The ePro t on tor allo s me to stay n b s ness
 The ePro t on tor has helpe  my b s ness by clearly emonstrat n  hat  

e ect  e ery ay ec s ons ha e on my costs an  pro ts
 arm n  tho t the ePro t on tor o l  be l e h rl n  tho t oalposts   

Ho  o l  yo  no  hat to a m or   Ho  o l  yo  eep the score
 It enables me to ma e ec s ons base  on so n  e act analys s

 AnneMarie Butler, Agricultural Manager Ulster Bank, says:
The ePro t on tor emonstrates to s the per ormance o  the arm to ate an  

the potent al o  the arm or t re ro th  It also n cates that the armer has an 
a areness o  h s costs an  mar ns an  s n ol e  n analys n  the per ormance 
o  the arm b s ness on an ann al bas s  As s ch  t s an mportant report h ch 
can a ect a n n  ec s on

Co Tipperary dairy farmer, Ky aughan, recently completed ePro t Monitor for the rst 
time: I al ays ne  I as o n  o ay b t hen I complete  the Pro t on tor 
or the rst t me th s year  I ne  e actly ho  my arm as per orm n  I can no  
benchmar  mysel  a a nst others ho are s n  the Pro t on tor ’’
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best way 
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or yo r 
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Cheese ma n  
cr c al to t re 
o  a ry n stry
Tom Beresford, Teagasc Food 
Programme, Moorepark
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Teagasc expertise
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                                                         Page 14 >

CHEESE IT!
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FBD Insurance plc is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

FBD is going on tour

FBD was founded for farmers by farmers and this year, as part of our strong 
commitment to the farming community, we’re going on tour.

So, keep an eye out for the FBD Tour Bus at the National Ploughing 
Championships in Athy, Co. Kildare from September 20th to 22nd.

You can pop in for a chat about your individual farming insurance needs with a 
member of our friendly staff.

With over 40 years experience insuring Irish farmers, they’re sure to have a 
package to suit you, at a great price.

Supporting Irish Farmers
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Farmhouse cheeses
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  Our next training 
course on farmhouse cheese mak-
ing is scheduled for the 8th to 10th 
November. 
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The world’s smelliest cheese
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World’s most expensive cheese
The value placed on cheese by the market is dictated 
by the overall availability of the cheese plus its  avour, 
texture and cooking properties. Many of the most ex-
pensive cheeses are linked to speci  c geographical re-
gions of Europe and are often very complex cheeses in 
terms of their manufacturing and ripening processes.

The two most expensive cheeses in the world owe 
their status to their rarity. In second place, at €800/
kg, is a cheese made from Moose milk in Sweden, 
and in  rst place, at €1,000/kg, is a cheese made 
from Donkey milk in Serbia. Despite their cost, we are 
unlikely to be advising a major restocking of the Irish 
dairy herd!
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QUOTA 
ALERT

George Ramsbottom, 
Teagasc, Animal and 
Grassland Programme, 
Oak Park
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Cull problem cows early
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      Table 1  

        
         

      
         
       

     
      

       
       

Early dry off
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Month Yield
(litres/day)

Total per cow 
(litres/month)

Total per herd 
(litres/month)

September 17 510 5100
October 14 420 4,200
November 10 300 3,000

Total 1,230 12,300

Table 1 | Estimated reduction in milk yield achieved by culling 10 cows on 1     
September from a 100-cow herd  

       
     

Milking once a day
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Reduce meals fed this autumn
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‘Plan’ to go over quota
     -
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Table 2 | Net milk price obtained relative to the percentage of milk supplied that 
incurs the superlevy ne

% Over Quota
Milk Price c/l 10% 20% 30% 40%
34c 31.4c 29.2c 27.4c 25.8c
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Figure 1: Impact of 
conventional and LGP silage 
harvesting traffic on grass yield
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rass
Soil compaction can  
seriously damage  
productivity from pastures

Dermot Forristal 
Cereals, Environment and 
Land Use Programme,  
Teagasc Oak Park
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   (Figure 1)  

How can you identify compaction
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Dealing with compaction
     

      
      

     -
       

     
     -

      
 

       



To
d

a
y’s

farm

Today’s farm | September/October 2011| 19

a ry n

      -
      
 

   -  -
      

       
      

      
-      -

      -
       

        
    -

       
     

Compaction by machinery
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Treating compacted soils
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Soil aeration or spiking
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Sub-soiling or deep loosening
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The best strategy is to control animal and 
machinery traf c and use low ground pres-
sure tyres where possible.

While all machinery operations can 
cause soil compaction, those that 
have heavy loads and a high traf c 
density, such as silage harvesting, 
are critical.
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Deirdre Hennessy, 
Teagasc, Grassland               
Programme, Moorepark
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Spring 2012
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60:40 Rule
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Grass budgeting in autumn
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KEEPING 
UNDER 
COVERS
A e to a t mn rasslan  
clos n  mana ement
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Month Stocking rate 
(on grazing 
area)
(LU/ha)

Growth

(Kg DM/ha)

Target
average farm
cover
(kg DM/ha)

Target cover
per cow

(kg DM/cow)

Event

Aug 15 2.5 65.0 775 310

Sept 1 2.5 51.0 1100 440

Sept 15 2.5 37.1 1125 450 Peak cover 
achieved

Oct 1 2.5 30.0 1075 430

Oct 15 2.5 26.8 950 380 First paddock 
closed 

Nov 1 2.5 15.0 700 280 Supplement 
introduced

Nov 15 2.5 8.5 600 240

Nov 22 2.5 2.7 550 220 House by day 
and night

Table 2 | Target autumn farm covers (kg DM/ha) for a spring calving herd stocked at 2.5 LU/ha

Week end date % of total farm area grazed 

10th October Start closing the farm in rotation

7th November 60% Grazed & Closed

25th November Full-time housing

Table 1 | Targets for autumn farm closing management
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Grazing guide
For more information on grazing 
management, see the new ‘Grazing 
Guide’ booklet jointly published 
by Teagasc and the 

.
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DON’T 
ISS 

OUT
How to maximise your 
chances of  a place at       
Agricultural College

Paddy Browne 
Teagasc, Education 
Programme
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Choice of college
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Choice of course
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Tea asc Colle es    
Pr ate Colle es
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STUDENTPROFILE

Killian O’Donovan,               
Ballymacwilliam,                
Clonakilty, Co Cork

Completed course 2008 
 Progressed to Advanced Certi  cate 

in Dairy Herd Management course 
which he completed in June 2008

Course
 The course was highly bene  cial 

to me. The learning was a big step 
up from  rst year to second year 
and the emphasis on the home farm 
business was very applied.”

Work experience
 “I did my 12 weeks work experi-

ence on the farm of Gareth O’Neill 
in Ballineen, Co Cork. This was 
a very worthwhile experience as 
it is a very ef  cient dairy farm, 
involved in grass measurement and 
budgeting. This is the technology 
that will help raise pro  ts in my own 
business during my career. All Level 
5 trainees seeking a career in dairy 
farming should do this course.” 

Future plans
 “I plan to farm in partnership with 

my parents and build a successful 
dairy farm which will be based on 
grazed grass. I am an active mem-
ber of my local discussion group. I 
am interested in travelling also and, 
with my parents, we are part of the 
European Dairy Farmers network 
which is a useful network for ex-
changing ideas.”
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By David Trant and Oliver McGrath, 
Teagasc, Listowel
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Future work
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Loo  be ore yo  

The out ow of water from the main drains 
indicates a successful outcome and the area 
has become a lot more workable already.

A test pit where it was found that the wet area (peaty gley) had springs.
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The Yo n  ree ers Pro ramme
Wendy Conlon, Teagasc, 
Rural Economy &            
Development Programme

You don’t need a horse to 
avail of  this opportunity
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No or nary  oc  
Frank Hynes, 
Sheep Specialist,
Grassland 
and Animal 
Programme, 
Teagasc Athenry

Sean and Deirdre Fitzger-
ald run a  ock of  1  
spring lambing ewes in 
Cratloe, Co Clare. But this 
is no ordinary  ock. The 
ewes are milked and the 
milk used for cheese pro-
duction
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  n Cratloe H lls
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ABOVE LEFT: Milking 
sheep is similar to 
milking cows.

ABOVE RIGHT: Goats 
cheese is a tasty, high 
value product.
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Pearse Kelly, 
Teagasc Animal  
& Grassland         
Programme
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a ry enterpr se
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                                      Next page  >
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Laurence McEvoy, Co Kilkenny
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Tom English, Co Wexford
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orestry

Go  
nat e

Frances McHugh, 
Teagasc Forestry 
Development Of  cer, 
Tea asc  Crops  En ronment 

 Lan  Use Pro ramme
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Why the emphasis on native  
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ost o  the nat e broa lea  spec es are 
n ol e  n tree mpro ement pro ects  
Tree bree ers here co-operate w th the r 
collea es n r ta n n er the r t sh an  
Ir sh Har woo  Impro ement Tr st IHIT  
n the mpro ement o  ash  oa  an  b rch
The a m o  the pro ects are to e elop a 

home rown s sta nable s pply o  mater al 
that s healthy an  a apte  to the en ron-
ment an  that has mpro e  rowth rates 
an  t mber character st cs

Tree mpro ement s lon -term by nat re 
b t some spec es  l e b rch  are aster to 
wor  w th than others  l e oa  The b rch 

pro ect s a Tea asc/UCC collaborat on 
n e  by CO ORD an  wh le research 

cont n es  the pro ect s alrea y enerat-
n  see  rom an n oor see  orchar  
Th s see  rom trees selecte   early n the 
pro ect  has one o t to n rser es to enter 
the commerc al s pply o  plant n  mater al 
n 2012/1
An p ate  orchar  base  on the 

res lts o  10-year-ol   el  tr als  w ll be 
pro c n  see  n two years t me

- Dr Elaine O’Connor, UCC, project manager, 
The Birch and Alder Improvement Programme
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Don’t    
m ss yo r 
plant n  

ea l ne
 reveals new 

gures on the amount of  plant-
ing undertaken in AEOS 2010 
and gives tips to those about to 
plant, based on farmer experi-
ence
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Hedgerow planting
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*Catherine Keena, Teagasc,  Crops,          
Environment & Land Use Programme

For farmers awaiting approval under AEOS 
2011, now is the time to plan provisionally. 
Consider a holly hedgerow such as this one 
planted under AEOS 2010.
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Mark Plunkett*, Stan Lalor*,  
Teagasc, Johnstown Castle   
& Eamonn Grace,    
B & T Dairy Adviser, Carlow
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so l ert l ty

Figure 2: Soil K trends in 
Teagasc soil samples 2001-2011
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ecl n n  

so l ert l ty

Soil fertility 
management 
in action
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Figure 1: Soil P trends in 
Teagasc soil samples 2001-2011
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1. Soils in P Index 1 
will produce about 
1.5t/ha grass dry 
matter less than 
soils maintained at 
the target soil In-
dex 3. This is worth 
up to €345/ha. 
Early spring growth 
is particularly af-
fected by low soil P, 
while silage yields 
are very sensitive 
to soil and fertilizer 
K levels.

2. Low fertility 
soils will have an 
increased need for 
grass reseeding 
as more produc-
tive rye grasses / 
clovers will be less 
persistent on low 
fertility soils.
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1. Establish soil fertil-
ity on your farm 
through regular soil 
testing every 3 to 5 
years.

2. Target livestock 
manures (Slurry / 
F M) to  elds with 
the lowest soil P 
& K levels to help 
build soil fertility to 
soil Index 3.

3. Apply lime as 
recommended 
on your soil test 
report.  Where soil 
Mg levels are low 
apply Magnesium 
limestone.

4. Develop a fertiliser 
plan to build soil 
fertility levels to soil 
Index 3 for maxi-
mum production. 
Be prepared to 
invest in P and K.

5. Soil fertility is a 
long-term invest-
ment and needs to 
be reviewed every 
3 to 5 years to plan 
future fertiliser ap-
plications. 

Implications of 
low soil fertility

Action

Table 1: Percentage of soil samples in 
Index 1, 2, 3 and 4 on Donohue’s Farm

Index 2006 2009

P K P K
1 0 0 0 6
2 0 8 41 35
3 15 23 47 29
4 85 69 12 29

Philip has an 
intensively 
stocked dairy 
farm at 2.38LU/
ha in 2006, ris-
ing to 2.62LU/ha 
currently

It s 
mportant 
to note 
that when 
compar n  
so l test 
res lts that 
samples are 
ta en rom the 
same areas  at 
the same t me 
o  the year

*Mark Plunkett 
and Stan Lalor: 
Teagasc, Crops, 
Environment 
& Land Use 
Programme
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It’s not an easy option but, 
managed well, the crop can 
yield healthy returns

Michael          
Hennessy,   
Teagasc Crops,          
Environment & Land 
Use Programme
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Six or two row
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Repeate  appl -
cat ons o  man re 
o er t me can 
trans orm t re ’ 

el s  Attent on to l me  P K 
le els an  the t mely se 
o  n tr ents w ll also help to 
st m late the crop an  n-
crease y el s

Th n n  abo t  
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a ry n

National Tillage 
Crops Forum 
The National Tillage Crops Forum will be 
held in the Keadeen Hotel, Newbridge, 
Co Kildare, on Wednesday 7 September 
from 2pm. All are welcome.

The national forum will again provide 
growers with the opportunity to hear 
the latest market predictions and learn 
about new developments. At the event, 
Department of Agriculture Cereal Variety 
Testing Staff will talk about the up and 
coming varieties and signpost their 
advantages and disadvantages.

Potential margins for the coming year 
and, speci cally, oilseed rape establish-
ment, also will be discussed.

Eimear Gallagher, Teagasc food re-
searcher, will give an insight into devel-
opments in breadmaking, while industry 
experts will outline market prospects for 
next year.

The forum will close with discussion 
from a panel of industry representatives 
from processing, merchants, advisers 
and growers, who will be on hand to 
guide growers on the best ways to add 
value to their grain and to answer ques-
tions from the oor. Looking forward to 
meeting you there.
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Eileen Woodbyrne 
Teagasc Education 
Programme, Botanic 
Gardens
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eware the wheel e b n
Safety in 
the garden

An occasional series by
experts at the Teagasc
college at the National

Botanic gardens aimed at
adding to the appearance

and value of your farm



Stamp out weeds  
with Firebird.

If it’s meadow grass you want to stamp out 
Firebird is all you need. For controlling annual 
meadow grass and a range of broad leaved 
weeds using Firebird pre-emergence will get your 
weed control programme off to a flying start. 

With its low dose rate and stain-free, odourless 
formulation Firebird is easy to use too. Proving 
that when it comes to stopping weeds before 
they start Firebird comes out on top.

Firebird® is a registered trademark of Bayer and contains flufenacet and diflufenican.  
Always read the label: use pesticides safely. © Bayer CropScience Limited 2011. Bayer Freephone: 1800 818 534. www.bayercropscience.ie
Triple Rinse Containers and Invert to Dry at Time of Use.

www.bayercropscience.ie



For further information please contact your veterinary surgeon or 
 Pfizer Animal Health, 9 Riverwalk, Citywest Business Campus, Dublin 24. (01)4676650. LM

1. Dermot Mackie, CAVI conference proceedings Ocotber 2009

Bovine leptospirosis is a

highly infectious disease

and is widespread in

Ireland with over 70%

of Dairy Herds infected1.

If leptospirosis gets in to your 

herd it can have serious effects on 

productivity and profitability.

Spirovac is Back...


