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Teagasc offers a Green 
Cert course in agricul-
ture through distance 
learning to those who 
can’t attend a college  
full-time. James 
O’Donoghue,  
Teagasc dairy advisor, 
Co Monaghan, surveyed 
graduates about their 
experience 

The Teagasc Advanced Cer-
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Going the distance

Table 2: Farm size and status of graduates

% of sample No of respondents
National 
Average

FARM SIZE (HA)
0-20 23% 51 27%
21-50 40% 87 49%
51-100 24% 51 19%
100+ 13% 29 5%
Average 46.3Ha 32.7Ha
STATUS 
Part-time 84% 161 71%
Full-time 16% 9 29%
Total 100% 170*

Table 1: Graduate response
% of sample No of respondents

GENDER
Male 89% 193
Female 11% 24
AGE
Mean age 28 years 217
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
Level 6 26% 55
Level 7/8 57% 119
Level 9/10 16% 34
WHEN DO YOU PLAN TO START FARMING?
Have already 30% 56
Within 1-3 years 35% 65
Within 3-5 years 15% 27
Within 5-7 years 10% 18
7 or more years 10% 18
Total 100% 184*

Conclusions
Motivation to enrol is driven by 
eligibility to qualify for schemes and 
incentives

that ‘blended learning’ teaching 
delivery is appropriate to agricul-
tural education

Students from different educational 
backgrounds reported broadly 
similar experiences of the course.

Graduates behavioural and ‘practice 
change’ in relation to their home 
farms was positive after completing 
the course.

Figure 1: Farm enterprises
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were easily downloaded from the site. 
Over 83% of  graduates were satis-
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The study found that 69% of  gradu-

due to knowledge gained on the 

students was found, as 83% of  gradu-
ates agreed that they are now more 

the home farm. 
The results from management 

-
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Setting targets
This study found that 39% of  gradu-
ates are now more likely to set targets 
for their home farm. Results sug-

milk quotas.

-

Fergal Rudden, Co Cavan  
Furniture designer
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Figure 2: Most important skill developed to use on home farm

No single skill
Estimating stock value

Estimating cattle weight
Selecting cattle for breeding

Administration of animal remedies
Selecting animals for slaughter

Identifying sick animals
Completing farm accounts and keeping records

Condition Scoring
Grassland Management Practices34.7 
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