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making on the farm can help to increase farmers’

confidence and greatly improve grassland manage-
ment. Huge leaps have been made in developing decision
support tools to improve resource farm efficiency, profit-
ability and sustainability.

Teagasc launched PastureBase Ireland (PBI) — an online
grassland management decision support tool — in January
2013 and Grass10 will see the roll-out of the new Pasture-
Base Ireland website as a key component of the campaign.
PastureBase Ireland is informing us that farmers need
to have a good control of current grass supply in order to
manage grass well.

Grass cannot be managed correctly without a good
knowledge of farm covers, grass demand and grass
growth. The crucial point on any farm is utilising the feed
resource produced inside the farm gate. Any farm that
is dependent on imported feed is exposed to the current
volatile market environment.

To achieve greater change in the level of grass utilised,
farmers will need to build their grazing management prac-
tices. This means regular measurement of grass cover,
using specialised grassland focused software to analyse
grass production and making and implementing grazing
management decisions.

These are key drivers to increasing grass production on
the farm. New technologies are now available which make
grass cover assessment and the decision making process
much easier. It is important to recognise that improve-
ments in the level of soil fertility, grazing infrastructure
and level of reseeding are also important to achieving
higher levels of grass production and utilisation.

Technologies which enable data-informed decision-

Grassland Farmer of the Year
competition

With 2017 designated as the Year of Sustainable Grass-
land, and the link between increased grass utilisation and
increased profitability clearly proven, the Department of
Agriculture, Food & the Marine, in collaboration with numer-
ous industry stakeholders including Teagasc, launched

a competition in 2017 as part of the Grass10 initiative to
find the Grassland Farmer of the Year. The objective of the
Grassland Farmer of the Year Competition is to promote
grassland excellence for all Irish livestock farmers.

The seven winners of this competition are reaching the
grass production and utilisation targets set by the Grass10
campaign. These farms have been generous in allowing
Grass10 hold events on their farms in 2018. See https://
www.teagasc.ie/news-events/ for details.

The role of stakeholders

Significant change is required in the grassland manage-
ment practices of Irish livestock farmers to ensure that
Irish grassland farming systems remain competitive and
sustainable.

Teagasc recognises that the co-operation and collabo-
ration of a range of organisations and stakeholders is
required to achieve the changes required right across the
industry. This approach will ensure that the messages
from the campaign, and the support offered by those in-
volved, will have a greater reach.

Grass10 wishes to acknowledge the support of our indus-
try stakeholders in this new campaign.
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Facts

1. BOBMAN spreads - lime, all types of sawdust, chopped
B straw, peat bed, paper mulch and more,

2. BOBMAN brush can float up and down 8 inches to clean
= cubicles of different heights.

3. BOBMAN can be fitted with a sprayer system to spray
y  disinfectant on the cubicle beds..

8 4. BOBMAN is the world leader in cubicle cleaning. Intro-
duced to Denmark in 2001 BOBMAN is now sold in over
30 countries

5. BOBMAN is still manufactured in Denmark by a family
ll owned company Jydeland AJS, don't accept lower quality
imitations.

6. BOBMAN use only the best quality steel, engines (Hatz &
Kubota) and hydraulic components. When you buy a BOB-
MAN you buy quality.

s 7. BOBMAN after sales - BOBMAN new or old, were here
B08 10 help 24/7.With your BOBMAN you have direct access to

assistance anytme.

Moreway Ltd p
086 8130876 or 086 1528237 MOREWAY LTD
E:info@bobman.ie W: www.bobman.ie
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