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A living, working, active landscape valued by everyone. 

 Forest Service is an Agency within the Department of Agriculture, 

Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) 

 

 Forest Service manages 5% of land area & about half of the forests 

• NI forests receive 5 million visitors each year 

• Supplies 0.4 million tonnes of sustainably grown timber 

• Earns £10 million annually 

 

 Plant Health Directorate is responsible for safeguarding the plant 

health status of forests, agriculture and land based industries and  

the environment through preventing the introduction and spread of 

organisms harmful to plants.  

Plant Health Service in Northern Ireland 
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 “ to prevent and mitigate against the 

introduction of organisms harmful to plants or 

plant products and against their spread within 

Northern Ireland” 

 

Plant Health Policy 
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How Policy Is Currently Delivered in NI 
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24 Protected zones with the following specific to the Island of Ireland: 

 

 Non-forestry:  

 Rhizomania  

 Liriomyza spp (x3)  

 Forestry:   

 Ips cembrae (Large larch bark beetle),  

 Ips sexdentatus (Six-toothed pine bark beetle),  

 Dendroctonus micans (Great European spruce bark beetle) 

  Cephalcia lariciphila (Web spinning larch sawfly) 

 Gilpinia hercyniae (European spruce sawfly) 

 Hypoxylon mammatum (Hypoxylon canker) 

 

Northern Ireland v GB – What is the difference? 
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Plant Health Inspections – Import Controls 
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Plant Health Inspections – Internal Controls 
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Interceptions 
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 Tree & Wood Species Import Notification from EU Member States: 

 Castanea (Sweet Chestnut) 

 Fraxinus (Ash) 

 Olea (Olive) 

 Pinus (Pine) 

 Platanus (Plane) 

 Prunus (Cherry, Plum , Laurel) 

 Quercus (Oak) 

 Ulmus (Elm) 

 Firewood Import Notification (excluding ROI) 

 Restrictions on Oak Imports 

Responding to Existing and Emerging Threats 
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 Interceptions on recently planted Oak trees from the Netherlands 

and Germany.  

 Planting sites traced, identified and inspected from consignments 

imported into UK. 

 Infested sites found and subsequently eradicated. 

 Notification of Quercus spp imports to the UK proved to be critical in 

effective and efficient follow up of consignments. 

 NI carried out inspections on all imports of Quercus spp notified and 

had no findings of OPM. 

 Strengthened measures on the importation of most species of 

oak were introduced to enhance the protection of the UK from this 

pest. 

Oak Processionary Moth (OPM) Interceptions 
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The strengthened national legislation applies to oak trees (Quercus L), 

other than Q. suber (cork oak), with a girth at 1.2m above the root 

collar of 8cm or more.  

The legislation requires that imports into and movements within the 

OPM Protected Zone can only take place if the trees concerned:   

 come from OPM-free countries, or 

 from designated pest free areas including Protected Zones (PZ), or  

 have been grown under complete physical protection for their 

lifetime. 

Most oak tree imports are from within the EU, but the new requirements 

apply to both third country and EU imports, as well as movements 

from the infested area in and around London into the Protected 

Zone.  

OPM - New National Legislation 
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Stakeholder Engagement  
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 “ to prevent and mitigate against the 

introduction of organisms harmful to plants or 

plant products and against their spread within 

Northern Ireland” 

 

 

EU Exit “No Deal” 

Plant Health Policy 
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Legislation is the driver for policy. 

 

• Legislation changes will reflect the proposed shift from an EU to a 

UK legislation framework.  

 

• Relevant EU law will become EU retained law and forms the basis 

of the UK legal framework. 

 

How will Policy be Delivered? 
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Current situation for EU exports and imports:  

 

• EU Plant Passport system for regulated plants and plant products. 

 

Current situation for 3rd country exports and imports: 

      

• Regulated plants and plant products require a phytosanitary 

certificate. 

 

• Pre-notification required for importing regulated plants and plant 

products.  

 

Plant Health controls in Northern Ireland 
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• Imports of regulated plants and plant products will require a 

phytosanitary certificate. 

 

• Imports of regulated plants and plant products will require to be  

pre-notified to Forest Service Plant Health if this is the first point of 

entry to the UK. 

 

• Regulated material, will be subject to UK import controls in the form 

of remote ID checks on phytosanitary certificates. 

 

• Wood Packaging Material must be ISPM 15 compliant. 

 

 

 

Imports from the EU to UK 
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Website: https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/topics/plant-and-tree-health  

 

Phone: 0300 200 7847          

 

Email: planthealth@daera-ni.gov.uk 

 

EU Exit Information: 

 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/eu-exit-plant-health 

 

Contact information 
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