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Tlambing time has a major bear-
ing on the subsequent perfor-

mance of  both the ewe and the lamb 

will affect the lambing performance 

colostrum production. 
Producers often judge lambing per-

the volume of  colostrum produced 

important. 

Ewe body condition score
Although the “absolute BCS” of  ewes 

most important. 

requirement recommendations being 

and protein demands are at their 

after lambing. 

As a result, she needs to be able to 

-
tain high lamb growth rates. 

Ewe BCS should be assessed each 

cover along the spine and transverse 
process (short ribs) between the last 
rib bone and the hip bone. 

Ewes that are below target BCS at 

post-lambing, have a reduced rate of  
colostrum production, and be less 
attentive mothers. To this end, it is 
important that thin ewes are identi-

Feeding ewes 
in the run up 
to lambing
To give birth to healthy, live lambs and rear them to 
weaning, a ewe needs adequate nutrition in the two 

reserves to meet her nutritional requirements in 
early lactation

feeding. For most producers, this 
involves putting thin twin-bearing 
ewes in with triplet bearing ewes for 
feeding etc. 

Late pregnancy nutrition
Nutrition during late gestation 

-
sation, colostrum production, lamb 
birth weight, lamb vigour and lamb 

Figure 1
Typical colostrum volume at 1, 10 and 
18 hours post-partum (Campion, 2016)
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survival. Late pregnancy is typically 

-
-

Table 1: Net energy requirements of ewes during late gestation  
given as UFL units 

Ewe liveweight 
(kg)

Litter weight 
(kg)

Litter
size

Wk 1-6 
and -5

Wk 1-4 
and -3

Wk 1-2 
and -1

70 5 1 0.88 1.02 1.22

70 9 2 0.93 1.14 1.50

70 11 3 0.96 1.24 1.63

1 Weeks before giving birth (parturition)

Energy requirements

scanned litter size, target litter 

-
-

-

-

Protein requirements

-
-

-

Colostrum production
-

nutrients and immunity against dis-

-

-

Changes in ewe 

-

-

-

Conclusion

Caption
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