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Calf  management consumes a 

the busy spring months. If  calf  
health becomes an issue, many ad-
ditional hours will be spent treating 
and tending to sick animals. So calf  
health enhances the performance 
of  the farmer as well as the young 
animal.

The race
When a newborn calf  hits the ground, 
a race begins. Bacteria in the calving 
environment and colostrum are in 
direct competition for space along the 
lining of  the calf ’s stomach. 

The 1-2-3 rule of  colostrum manage-
ment was developed to help ensure 

absorption sites along the intestinal 
lining, preventing bacteria getting 
into the bloodstream. If  bacteria win 
the race, the potential for calf  illness 

Hygiene before start of calving
Notwithstanding that it is nigh on 
impossible to keep calving and calf  
houses completely clean during calv-
ing, we must aim to start out with 
clean facilities. 

If  it has not already be done, power-
wash and disinfect all sheds for calv-
ing and calves (steam wash if  there 
were scour issues last season). 

These areas should be disinfected 
again a few days before the start of  
calving. This will help to reduce/
eliminate the bacterial loading in the 
sheds at the start of  calving and get 
you off  to a good start. 

Hygiene during the calving period
Calving and calf  pens should be 
cleaned out, limed/disinfected and 
bedded regularly to keep the bacterial 
loading as low as possible. This helps 
to reduce the need to deal with sick 
calves on an ongoing basis which is 
wearing and is expensive in terms of  
treatment costs and reduced perfor-
mance. 

Use plenty of  straw to create a warm 
environment for young calves (less 
than three weeks old) in particular. 

Keeping calves warm and dry is a 
vital part of  keeping them healthy. 
They don’t have the capacity to keep 
themselves warm and can suffer from 
cold stress, increasing their suscepti-
bility to disease. 

Hygiene at feeding
It is vital that feeding equipment is 
kept clean.  It should be rinsed after 
every feeding and be fully washed 
and disinfected with hot water and 
detergent regularly. This will prevent 
milk scum accumulating. 

Any scum present will act as a 
breeding ground for bacteria which 
will contaminate the fresh milk or 
milk replacer, essentially “feeding” 
harmful bacteria directly into the 
stomach of  the calf.

Dry cow minerals
Feeding a good dry cow mineral at the 
right rate for six to weight weeks in 
advance of  calving should result in 
normal calvings, assuming cows are 
in the right condition at calving. 

Normal calvings should result in 
healthy, spritely calves that will be up 
and at it within a half  hour of  birth. 

A good dry cow mineral coupled 
with a good plane of  nutrition prior 
to calving should also result in good 
quality colostrum which is so vital for 
newborn calves.

How calf health 
helps to ease 
your workload
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1-2-3 rule

006-007 TF.indd   6 10/01/2019   17:45:24

Today’s Farm | January-February 2019 | 7

To
d

a
y’s

farm

Milking - Feeding - Cooling - Manure Scrapers - Health & Fertility Monitoring

Email: www.dairymaster.com

Distributors Nationwide
100% IRISH

Call us on 066 7131124

 Pre-breeding 
 Non-cycling cows
 Heat detection
 Days in milk

Fertility:

 Early illness detection
 Faster recovery
 Reduce antibiotics usage
 Herd management

Health:Monitors:

 Feeding
 Resting
 Ruminating
 Activity

Manage your herd for animal well-being, health and fertility 
performance
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FINANCENOW AVAILABLE...CALL
TODAY!

WANT HEALTHIER COWS
PREGNANT SOONER?

Facilities
Calves need at least 1.5m2 3

Calf management 

amount of time in the 
busy spring months. 
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