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ANTIMICROBIALS ARE
ESSENTIAL MEDICINES

Responsible use
of antimicrobials
In farm animals
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The risk of AMR is increased if an-
timicrobials are used inappropriately,
e.g. used when there is no need to use
them; used when the bacteria respon-
sible for the illness are not suscepti-
ble to the antimicrobial administered;
used when the illness is not caused by
bacteria but, for example, by a virus/
es and under-dosing the antimicrobial
administered. So, what can you do to
reduce the risk of AMR in your stock
and still maintain good animal health
and welfare?
+Only use antimicrobials after your
local vet has examined the animal/s.
*Don’t use antimicrobials to replace
good hygiene, good stockmanship,

* Adhere to the correct dosage sched-

ule regarding dose rate, number of

doses and withdrawal period.

*Use lab tests where possible to guide

choice of the most appropriate anti-

microbial.

*Never use antimicrobials as a ‘blan-

ket treatment’ of a group of animals
Adopting these new guidelines may

involve a change in the way you cur-

GUIDELINES

The following guidelines are recom-
mended to maintain acceptable
levels of antimicrobial usage on
beef and dairy farms:

*Develop a herd health plan in con-
sultation with your veterinarian
and Teagasc advisor.

*Pay attention to colostrum feed-
ing, animal nutrition and animal
purchasing policies.

*Vaccinate animals to reduce the
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to significantly reduce the use of an-
timicrobials in farm animals and still
maintain animal health and welfare.
Just because you have always
treated sick animals in a certain way
with a certain antimicrobial does not
mean that you should continue to
do so now that we are facing the real
risks of AMR to both our animals and
human health.

need for antimicrobials, and use
alternatives to antimicrobials
when available.

¢ As already stated, but it’s worth
reinforcing, only give antimicro-
bials to animals under veterinary
supervision.

*Do not use antimicrobials for
growth promotion or to ‘prevent’
diseases in healthy animals.

eImprove biosecurity on farms,
and prevent infections through
improved hygiene and animal
welfare.

vaccination and

WORLD ORGANISATION FOR ANIMAL HEALTH
Protecting animals, preserving our future

from authorised
sources

Only use when
associated with good
animal husbandry,
WE ALL HAVE A ROLE
TO PLAY, AND YOU,

AS ANTIMICROBIAL
USERS, CAN HELP

hygiene practices

@ For more information : www.oie-antimicrobial.com
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