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Table 1: Price differentials on QPS grid
U+ U= U- R+ R= R- 0+ 0= 0- P+

2+ 24 18 12 6 0 0 -18 -24 -30 -36
3 24 18 12 6 0 0 -12 -18 -24 -30
4- 24 18 12 6 0 0 -12 -18 -24 -30
4= 24 18 12 6 0 0 -12 -24 -30 -36
4+ 18 12 6 0 -6 -6 -18 -24 -30 -36
5 0 -6 -12 -18 -24 -24 -36 -42 -48 -54
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What did the review tell us?

-

Aidan Murray 
Teagasc Animal and Grassland  
Research and Innovation Programme

Aidan Murray and Michael McManus, Teagasc Derrypatrick herd.
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There is also the possibility of  con-

Table 2: Value changes between the original and revised review. 
Value Base Value Conformation Fat
Original €2.96 5.63c -5.09c 
Revised €3.96 6.86c -6.09c 

Table 3: New rates of QA bonus.
Three New QA Rates

20c/kg 12c/kg 8c/kg
Under 30 Months Yes Yes 30-36mths
Max. 4 Residencies Yes Yes Yes
Conformation Grade Min O = O- Min. O=
Fat Grade 2+ to 4= 4+ 2+ to 4=
Min. 60 day residency on QA Farm Yes Yes Yes

Table 4: Proportion of prime cattle meeting QPS in-spec bonus criteria 
(2018).
Category Steer Heifer Young bulls  

(<16 months)
Age (<30 months) 73% 84% 21%
Conformation 70% 86% 85%
Fat 89% 85% 73%
70 days on the last farm 92% 92% 98%
Four farm residencies or less 98% 99% 100%
Satisfying all in-spec criteria 44% 59% 17%


