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F -

-

-
-

a cereal enterprise of  malting barley 
and spring oats. There is also a sheep 

-

in organic farming as an option for 

and also the challenge of  an organic 
farming system. 

-

-

tillage in an organic system.

Changes on the farm
-

• 

achieved.
• 

• 

diverse range of  grasses, herbs and 

• 
-

-

Growing organic cereals

-

-

spring oats and spring malting barley 

contract for the organic distilling 
-

year as a trial for feed for the sheep. 

Crop rotation

clover ley. The rotation provides the 
principal mechanism to provide crop 

Making the 
conversion 
from tillage  
to organic
Prior to converting to organic production, Tipperary 
farmers Ross and Amy Jackson operated a  
predominantly tillage farm with a cattle system
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-

it may vary depending on soil type, 

-

-

-

Sheep enterprise 

-

on the farm, mainly at lambing time. 

-

from the time they are born right 
-

est and attention to detail is very evi-

dent and all management practices of  

breeds of  rams presently on the farm 

crosses. 

base price.

Cattle enterprise

-

Table 1: Estimated cost per acre of 
growing the malting barley crop on 
the Jacksons farm in 2019 

€/ac
Materials
Seed 59
Fertiliser 37
Hire machinery
 Manure spreading 20
Fertiliser spreading 5
Plough, one-pass and rolling 76
Harvesting 49
Miscellaneous
Interest (6%) 6
Total variable costs 252

ganic processor and another organic 

Performance of the farm

-

Future plans 

-

demonstration farm programme, 

-
-

Figure 1
Jacksons’ land use (2019)
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Ross and Amy Jackson run a sheep 

Carrig, Co Tipperary.


