
Upcoming Webinars 
Wednesday, 27 May Reducing Lameness in Sheep 
Wednesday, 10 June Incorporating White Clover on 

Cattle and Sheep farms 

www.teagasc.ie/LetsTalkCattleSheep 

https://www.teagasc.ie/corporate-events/lets-talk-cattle--sheep/


Improving Breeding Performance 
         Martina Harrington 
         Teagasc 
 
         Beef Webinar 
         13 May 2020 



Meeting your breeding targets  

What are the targets?  

Benefits of meeting the targets? 

How to achieve these targets? 
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What are the targets 

 0.95 calf/cow/year 
 365 Day Calving Interval 
 10 – 12 week calving spread 
 Less than 2.5% mortality at birth 
 Less than 5% mortality at 28 Days 
 60% of cows calved in first month 
 80% of cows calved in first two months 
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What are the targets 

 Calve heifers at 2 years of age 

 Breed replacements to high maternal bulls 

 Match calving dates to grass availability 
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Why – Improve your Breeding Performance 
 

  Increase output 
 
       Reduce Costs  
 
        Increase profitability 
                    
            Reduce Labour 
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Compact Calving  
Even bunch of stock – easier management 
 Calves can be dehorned, wormed, vaccinated 

and weaned in bigger groups on set dates 
 Less risk of disease 
 Fewer grazing groups 
 Uniform bunch of cattle similar sale weight and 

can be sold in larger groups 

 Heavier more fertile heifers at bulling 

 Calves born earlier – heavier at weaning  
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Why – 80% of cows calved in first two months 

Date Age @ Weaning 
(Days) 

Weight @ 
Weaning 

Effect of calving spread on 
Weaning Weight 

1st Feb – 22nd Feb 245 310kg Avg Weaning Weight  
1st 6 weeks 299Kg 

22ndFeb–15th Mar 224 287kg 

15th Mar-5th April 203 263kg 1st 9 weeks 290Kg 

5th April-26th April 182 240kg 1st 12 weeks 277Kg 

26thApril-17th May 161 217kg 1st 15 weeks 265Kg 
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93kgs 

ADG 1.1kgs 
Birth weight 45kgs 
Weaned in October 

34kg  

Need a PLAN 



Plan 
 Start Date 

• Start calving 7th Feb start breeding 1st May 
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Breeding Date Calving Due Date 

1st April 8th January 

1st May 7th February 

1st June 10th March 

1st July 9th April 

1st August 10th May 

1st September 10th June 



Plan 
 End date  

• 10-12 weeks after start 
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Example Plan: 



Plan 
 Plan for late calving cows 

• Cull – Beware of BDGP 
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Breeding cycle of a cow/heifer 



Get the cow/heifer back cycling 
 Dependent on: 

• Body condition score of cow – aim 2.5 @ 
mating 

• Plain of nutrition – should be increasing  
• Difficult calving's increase anoestrous period 
• Health status – BVD, Lepto, salmonella etc. 
• Heifer Effect, 10-15 days longer than cows to 

come into heat. Bull at start of breeding season 
• Bond between cow and calf  
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Plan 
  Restricted Suckling 

• Remove calf from cow after 30 days 

• Suckle twice daily for 2-3 weeks 

• 80% cows will show heat by day 50 

 Hormonal intervention – Synchronisation 
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Plan 
 Plan for replacements 

• Keep your own – heavy enough for bulling 
» 60% mature weight at bulling  

» Cows  700kg – 420kg @ 15 months (A.D.G 0.8kg) 

  650kg – 390kgs (0.75kg) 

  800Kg – 480kgs (0.95kg) 

• Buy in heifers 
• Buy in in-calf cows 
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Bull 
 Ensure he is fit and exercised 
 Check his feet 
 Ensure he is following and mating cows 
 A mature bull can handle up to 40 cows 
 Young bull much less, rule of thumb, one cow 

per month of age 
 To reduce pressure mix early and late calving 

cows 
 Rotate the bull 
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www.teagasc.ie/animals/beef/publications/ 



Observation & Record keeping  
 Check your cows several times a day 

 
 
 
 

•BE VIGILANT 
      & KEEP RECORDS 
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Standing heat 
approx. 8-10hrs 



Observation & Record keeping  

 Watch cows first bulled – indicator of an issue 

• Don’t wait step in 

 Watch for cows not bulling – 

• Get them checked 

• Intervene to compact calving 

 Can use aids such as tail paint, scratch card 
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Protect Yourself  
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AI 
 Obvious advantages 
 Heat detection critical 
 Standing heat only 8-10 

hours 
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 Vasectomised bulls 
with chin-ball 

 Tail paint 
 Scratch cards 
 Heat detection collars 

www.teagasc.ie/animals/beef/publications/ 

Detection Aids 



How? 
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Thank You! 



Terminal 
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Replacement 
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0 

72 h 

10 7 

AI 

GnRH 
PG + 
eCG 

PRID or CIDR 
GnRH 

Duration of the programme (days) 

Figure 1. Recommended TAI protocol for beef cows 

GNRH  Gonadotropin releasing hormone  (e.g. Ovarelin, Receptal, Acegon) 
PG  Prostaglandin   (e.g. Enzaprost, Estrumate, Lutalyse) 
eCG  PMSG 
 
 



  

The Beef Edge Podcast 
Available on: 

Teagasc Beef 
Follow us on:   

www.facebook.com/TeagascBeef 

www.twitter.com/TeagascBeef 

Scan the QR code below to view more 
content from the Teagasc Beef Team 

 

http://www.facebook.com/TeagascBeef
http://www.twitter.com/TeagascBeef
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