
Johnstown Castle Winter Milk Herd- Weekly Management Notes- 31/08/15

Management Comments

 Rainfall of just 7.1 mm and soil temp of 15.1°C for last week. Again we escaped all of the

torrential rain which hit many areas in the early parts of last week. Conditions are excellent, with

very good growth, despite the significant drop in soil temperatures (17.4 back to 15.1)

 75% of autumn calving herd have been dried (46% of total herd), Demand is low & growth rates

are high, We have approx. 20% of farm closed for surplus, which we plan to take out later this

week, hopefully this will be the last of our silage cuts, but growth & pre-grazing covers will

dictate this. We’re not aiming to build as much grass as 100% spring herd.

 Scan results for our total spring herd last week were disappointing, with an empty rate of approx

18%.

 All replacement stock continue to perform well, Autumn calving heifers starting to spring up

nicely, watching closely for dry cow mastitis In heifers & cows.



Milk production and feed details

Autumn Calving Section Spring Calving Section

This Week (31/08/15) – cows in
milk

Milk Kg 17.3 21.5

Fat % 3.74 3.62

Protein % 3.62 3.65

Milk Solids kg 1.27 1.56

Parlour concentrate (kgs) 0 0

Silage kg dry matter per cow 0 0

Grazed grass kg cow 18 18

% of Herd Dry 75% 0%

Lactation to date – all cows

Days in Milk 306 182

Milk kg 7330 4812

Milk Solids kg 563 360

Concentrate Fed 946kg parlor & 356kg tmr 357kg parlor & 105kg tmr


